
Travel and Immigration

If you have questions or concerns regarding a specific issue or problem that you are having,
please contact the Congressman’s Portland office at 503 231 2300 or use the contact form  on
our website.

        Commonly Asked Questions

If you need help expediting a passport application (even if your trip is in a few weeks or tomorrow):

The State Department has a process for expediting passports  – both renewals and first time applications. While the Congressman and his staff cannot move your application along faster than the stated times, they can check the status of your application and give you guidance on the expediting procedures at the link above. If you live in the Portland area and need a passport in less than two weeks (or tomorrow!), the Seattle Passport Agency has a “walk up window” that provides same-day service for most applicants. You can make an appointment over the phone and as long as your documents are in order, you’ll have a passport just a few hours later.

If you have a friend/relative who would like to visit the US, the Congressman may be able to help with this process:

Most foreign nationals must get a Visitor Visa  before entering the US by applying at a consulate or embassy abroad. The Congressman may write to foreign posts with information about an applicant that may be helpful in getting approval however, a letter from a Member of Congress is not a guarantee of visa issuance. The most common reason for denial is an applicant’s failure to overcome the assumption that he or she will remain in the US. The Congressman cannot help expedite an application through security clearance.

If you have received an email claiming that you have won a Green Card lottery, it could be a fraudulent scam.

Fraudsters will frequently email potential victims  posing as State Department or other government officials with requests to wire or transfer money online as part of a “processing fee.” You should never transfer money to anyone who e-mails you claiming that you have won the Diversity Visa (DV) lottery or been selected for a Green Card.

I heard there have been changes to immigration law for people who were brought to the U.S. as children, and remain undocumented and without legal status. Is this true?

The law has not changed, and the DREAM Act has not been passed, but the Obama Administration has changed how they implement immigration law for certain individuals. Starting on August 15, 2012, some young undocumented people became eligible to apply for deferred action and work permits. These young people must meet numerous entrance, residence and educational criteria, and Citizenship and Immigration Services has reliable and factual information in both Spanish and English .

  

If you need general travel information or guidance:
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https://forms.house.gov/blumenauer/webforms/issue_subscribe.html
http://www.house.gov/htbin/leave_site?ln_url=http://travel.state.gov/passport/hurry/hurry_831.html
http://www.house.gov/htbin/leave_site?ln_url=http://travel.state.gov/visa/
http://www.house.gov/htbin/leave_site?ln_url=http://blog.uscis.gov/2011/03/e-mail-scam-avoid-green-card-lottery.html
http://www.uscis.gov/portal/site/uscis-es/menuitem.e693c9cf3c2f7d18d52fae1074a191a0/?vgnextoid=1df868d1cd508310VgnVCM100000082ca60aRCRD&amp;vgnextchannel=1df868d1cd508310VgnVCM100000082ca60aRCRD
http://www.uscis.gov/portal/site/uscis/menuitem.eb1d4c2a3e5b9ac89243c6a7543f6d1a/?vgnextoid=f2ef2f19470f7310VgnVCM100000082ca60aRCRD&amp;vgnextchannel=f2ef2f19470f7310VgnVCM100000082ca60aRCRD


Travel and Immigration

Transportation Security Administration (TSA)

FAA Airport Status and Delays

Travel Resources (U.S. State Department)

Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE)

Customs and Border Protection (CBP)

If you need information about how to apply for or renew your passport:

Passport Information (U.S. State Department)

Passport Application Information (U.S. Postal Service)

If you need information about your immigration application or immigration help:

United States Citizenship and Immigration Services (USCIS)  – Formerly known as Immigration and Naturalization Services (INS)

Welcome to the United States: A Guide for New Immigrants (USCIS)

Office of Human Relations (City of Portland)
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http://www.house.gov/htbin/leave_site?ln_url=http://www.tsa.gov
http://www.house.gov/htbin/leave_site?ln_url=http://www.fly.faa.gov/
http://www.house.gov/htbin/leave_site?ln_url=http://www.state.gov/travel/
http://www.house.gov/htbin/leave_site?ln_url=http://www.ice.gov/
http://www.house.gov/htbin/leave_site?ln_url=http://www.cbp.gov/
http://www.house.gov/htbin/leave_site?ln_url=http://travel.state.gov/passport/
http://www.house.gov/htbin/leave_site?ln_url=http://www.usps.com/passport/
http://www.house.gov/htbin/leave_site?ln_url=http://www.uscis.gov/portal/site/uscis
http://www.house.gov/htbin/leave_site?ln_url=http://www.uscis.gov/portal/site/uscis/menuitem.eb1d4c2a3e5b9ac89243c6a7543f6d1a/?vgnextoid=f2b1e89390b5d010VgnVCM10000048f3d6a1RCRD&amp;vgnextchannel=f2b1e89390b5d010VgnVCM10000048f3d6a1RCRD
http://www.house.gov/htbin/leave_site?ln_url=http://www.portlandonline.com/humanrelations/


Travel and Immigration

Refugee Program (Oregon Department of Human Services)

Refugee Service Areas (Oregon Department of Human Services)

Low-cost Legal Resources for Immigrants and Refugees (State of Oregon)   
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http://www.house.gov/htbin/leave_site?ln_url=http://www.oregon.gov/DHS/assistance/refugee/
http://www.house.gov/htbin/leave_site?ln_url=http://www.oregon.gov/DHS/assistance/refugee/service-areas.shtml
http://www.house.gov/htbin/leave_site?ln_url=http://www.oregon.gov/Hispanic/pdfs/Low-cost_legalresources.pdf?ga=t

